New England 8000/ Development Council

Celebrating over sixty years of service to education

TO: Dr. John E. Phelan, Superintendent of Schools
FROM: onald G. Kennedy, Ed.D.

DATE: June 8, 2006

RE: Future Enrollments in Hopkinton

The purpose of this memo is to provide an additional perspective on future enrollments in
the Hopkinton Public Schools.

1. In the fall of 2004, NESDEC prepared a demographic study for the Hopkinton Public
Schools. At the time it appeared that school enrollments would continue to rise, thus
the enrollment projections through 2014-15 reflected this upward path. Since the
Report was issued, several pieces of new data may appear to suggest a different path:
the official DPH totals of Hopkinton births for 2003 and 2004 are lower than the
town’s earlier pattern; Kindergarten enrollments in Fall, 2005 were fewer than
expected, in part due to the opening of a new private full-day Kindergarten (a similar
downturn for Fall, 2006 is anticipated for the same reason); and, with a pause in sales
of Massachusetts real estate, there has been a slowing of in-migration of new
residents into the Hopkinton Public Schools.

An aside about estimating the number of births (which are a major factor in projecting
future Kindergarten enrollments): Birth data are available both from Town Clerks and
from the MA Department of Public Health. Nearby hospitals report births to local
Town Clerks and these totals often are published in the annual Town Report. The
disadvantage of using this total is that it may omit births from far away locations. (e.g.
Boston, out-of-state, etc.) to residents of Hopkinton. The DPH collects data from all
sources, including to Hopkinton residents from out-of-state. NESDEC (and most
professional demographers) use the official DPH data; its disadvantage is that the state
is slow, and will not release its official 2005 birth count until early 2007. Some towns
(Sudbury, for example) print 3-4 years worth of birth totals in each annual Town
Report...the 2005 Report includes the Town Clerk’s total for 2005 as well as the (now
official) DPH totals for 2003 and 2004, whereas the 2006 Report will replace the
Town Clerk’s total for 2005 with the official DPH (larger) total. In Hopkinton, for
example, the DPH recorded 5 more births for 2004 than had been reported to the
Town Clerk by local hospitals (in some earlier years, the difference was substantially
greater, as the number of births in Boston, Cambridge, Worcester, out-of-state, etc.
will be few in some years, more in other years).
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2. Is the recent (2005-06) downturn, a “pause”...or the beginning of a new trend? It is
not possible to answer this question with certainty until more data are available. In
January 2007, we will have the 2006-07 school enrollments, a full year of the 2006
real estate/new housing construction data, and an additional year of official DPH birth
data. At that time we will update the 2004 Hopkinton demography at no charge.

In the meantime, some estimates of Hopkinton population (and student
population) may be of interest. MISER, the U.S. Census Bureau affiliate in MA, in
2003 projected Hopkinton population for 2010 and 2020 (due to issues of funding at
UMass, MISER’s role now has been assumed by UMASS’s Donahue Institute). In
2005, the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) projected Hopkinton
population for 2010, 2020 and 2030. The relevant portions of these MISER and
MAPC estimates area included as a chart with this memo. In the second chart, the
MISER and MAPC data are roughly regrouped into the age levels reflected at the
elementary, middle and high school levels. Although these are not literally
enrollment projections, the MISER and MAPC estimates suggest that the 2005-
06 “pause” described above may be just that...a pause, rather than a new
downward trend.
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HOPKINTON DATA: A QUICK LOOK

Age 2000 2010 2010 2020 2020 2030
Groupings Census | MISER MAPC | MISER MAPC MAPC
0-4 1323 1213 1208 1438 1327 1414
5-9 1391 1212 1158 1437 1142 1247
10-14 1156 1657 1246 1521 1222 1312
15-19 716 1238 968 1080 958 943

ABOVE DATA REGROUPED*

Age 2000 2010 2010 2020 2020 2030
Groupings MISER  MAPC | MISER MAPC MAPC
5-10 1622** | 1543 1407 1741 1386 1509

(K-5)

11-13 694** | 994 748 913 733 787
(Gr 6-8)

14-17 661** | 1073 830 950 819 828
(Gr 9-12)

*Each grouping in the first chart is for five years; these do not match the age groupings
of the schools. To obtain a rough total, we can assume that all Kindergarteners are
roughly 5 years old, Grade 1 = 6 years, Grade 2 = 7 years, etc. We can also assume
that, within a group containing a five-year span of ages, about 20% of the group will
be age “a”; 20% age “b”, etc. Thus the K-5 elementary group will total approximately
all of the age 5-9 group plus 20% of the age 10-14 group (i.c. only the 10-year olds).
The re-grouped totals provide a rough estimate of the total number of children, of that
age group, expected to reside in Hopkinton. Some of these will not attend the
Hopkinton Public Schools. However, we do know the percentages who did attend the
HPS in 2000: these were 93.5% of the residents of K-5 age (the others were in private
or parochial schools, etc.); 99% of residents in Grades 6-8 attended HPS; and 93.8% of
HS-age residents attended HPS. These percentages can be used as multipliers in chart
two to obtain a rough extrapolation of HPS students.
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MISER Population Projections for
Massachusetts, 2000-2020

By
Stefan Rayer,' Ph.D.

July 17, 2003

! Massachusetts Institute for Social and Economic Research, 128 Thompson Hall, University of
Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 01003. (413) 545-3460. srayer@miser.umass.edu.
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Donald G. Kennedy, Ed.D.
Associate - Planning/Management
email: dkennedy @nesdec.org

JVESDEC

New England School Development Council

Celebrating over fifty years of service to education

28 Lord Road, Marlborough, MA 01752
Tel: (508) 481-9444 # Fax: (508) 481-5655 » www.nesdec.org

Baseline: Population and
Employment Projections 2010-2030

For use in the 2006 Régional Transportation Plan
and MetroFuture

" August 2005

MAPC

Metropolitan Area Planning Council




Age 1930 2000 2010 2020 2030

Hopkinton
00-04 845 1,323 1,208 1,327 1,414
05-09 793 1,391 1,158 1,142 1,247
10-14 626 1,156 1,246 1,222 1,312
15-19 515 716 968 958 943
20-24 457 286 ' 478 487 452
25-29 652 449 - 453 536 496
30-34 939 1,013 574 675 675
. 35-39 1,048 1,544 912 885 1,035
40-44 1,002 1,530 1,385 1,154 1,374
45-49 637 1,207 1,647 1,388 1,357
50-54 409 947 1,463 1,514 1,311
55-59 340 545 1,046 1,338 1,178
60-64 265 322 747 1,000 991
65-69 216 259 375 564 682
70-74 183 227 202 : 339 428
75-79 118 183 177 -241 354
80-85 91 138 128 130 223
85+ ' 55 110 98 106 131
Total 9,191 13,346 14,264 15,005 15,602
Hudson
00-04 ' 1,240 1,192 1,110 1,134 1,163
05-09 1,041 1,266 1,130 1,057 1,104
10-14 1,035 1,196 1,119 979 967
15-19 1,106 1,027 1,137 1,018 939
20-24 1,275 878 1,057 1,021 921
25-29 1,712 1,134 1,082 1,218 1,114
30-34 1,794 1,548 1,152 1,300 1,255
35-39 1,429 1,745 1,421 1,346 1,545
40-44 1,276 1,638 1,558 1,242 1,429
45-49 976 1,345 1,545 1,248 1,165
50-54 931 1,254 1,309 1,162 877
55-59 845 913 1,313 1,527 1,289
60-64 728 763 1,332 1,676 1,604
65-69 603 703 902 1,291 1,494
70-74 507 567 527 854 1,050
75-79 340 433 455 608 899
80-85 223 327 . 355 341 553
85+ 172 184 . 295 313 381
Total 17,233 18,113 18,797 19,336 19,750

Wednesday, August 31, 2005 Metropolitan Area Planning Gouncil (MAPE) Page 32 of 83
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